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CCEDAR EDAR HHILL ILL MMEMORIALEMORIAL P PARKARK
8301 MANSFIELD HIGHWAY 287 | ARLINGTON, TEXAS 76001 | Phone: 817.478.1878 | www.cedarhillmp.com

“Proudly Serving the Community
for over 60 Years”

JUNE
2025

FREE
Take One

The New Rising Star Missionary Baptist ChurchThe New Rising Star Missionary Baptist Church
5000 Wichita Street  | Fort Worth, TX  76119  |  (817) 531-2835

Marcus R. McDonald, Pastor
Invite You to Our

2024 Summer Revival2024 Summer Revival
July 14th - July 16th, 2025

7:00 p.m. Nightly

Guest Revivalist
Reverend Terry K. Anderson

Pastor of the
Lilly Grove Baptist Church

Houston, Texas

Saturday, June 28, 2025   11:00am - 4:00pm
Antioch Missionary Baptist Church

1023 E. Rosedale Street  |  Fort Worth, TX 76104

Menu
Fried Catfish | Spaghetti | Green Beans, Potato Salad or Green Salad
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A-1  BARBERS  NEEDED
Beauty In The Boulevard Salon, 2536 Oak-
land Blvd in Fort Worth is seeking Licensed Beauty 
Operators & Barbers. Reasonable Booth Rental. Call 
Georgia Thomas @ 817.536.1218, 9am - 4:30 daily

MICHAEL W. JORDAN, Sr
Publisher

Contact me at
817.891.9027

www.churchinnews.com

Thank  You for  Your Readership and Please Support the 
Churches & Businesses Who Bring You This Publication 
Every Month. For Advertising Info or to have your News 
included in this publication, please call 817-891-8927

Black Musicians Association of Tarrant County
The Black Musicians Association of Tarrant County membership include ac-
cess to workshops, hymn sessions, vocal and instrumental training, and a 
kaleidoscope of musical events. The BMATC invites you, ministers of mu-
sic, vocalist, choir directors, and instrumentalists to join us in this season of 
growth. Interested? Contact us at bmatc2012@gmail.com.

NEW BOOK RELEASE!!
Dr. Michael A. Bell

AVAILABLE 
NOW!!

on
Amazon and at your

Local Book Store
Or Call 817.534.2377 to purchase your copy

Community of Hope Lutheran 
Church and Children Center

Pastor Nicholaus Chove
4301 Miller Ave                               Fort Worth, TX 76119
817.534.8246 Children Center         817.534.8285 Church
Children’s & Sunday Morning Worship............10:00am 

Children Center
License Childcare Center

Accepting Infants - 12 years
Open: 6am - 6pm  Mon - Fri

Texas Rising Star  -  Accepting CCMS

SERVING THE COMO COMMUNITY & TARRANT COUNT FOR OVER 50 YEARS
Our Staff will help you craft a

personalized tribute to your loved one

at a reasonable price

The
    difference
            is in the Details

MOBILE NOTARY WHEN YOU NEED IT

See us on YouTube @ the Sixth Ave. Baptist Church
of Corsicana, Texas, Bishop k.d. davis, sr.

Tune in to our Radio Ministry from 1pm  til 2pm on 
KHES 99.1 FM. Watch our TV Broadcast on

Community Cable Channel 28
Sundays 7:30pm - 8:30pm; Wednesday 12 Noon - 1pm; 

Saturdays 4:30pm - 5:30pm

Bishop K.D. Davis
and the

Sixth Avenue Baptist Church
125 S. 5th St, Corsicana, Texas

JOIN US: June 15th @ 10:15am for our Revival Sunday; June 
22nd @ 3:00pm at Mt. Olive Baptist Church for the Pastor’s Anni-
versary

5677 Westcreek Dr Suite E1
Fort Worth Tx 76133

www.thatsitandmore.com

COME ONBOARD
REGISTER YOUR BUSINESS IN 

OUR DIRECTORY AND BE 
VISIBLE WHEN CUSTOMERS 

NEED YOUR 
PRODUCT or SERVICE

817.891.9027
Annual Rates as Low as $12.50 Monthly

Smith Bible 
Institute is 
getting ready to 
start Theology 
& Bible Studies 
Certificate Programs soon. If 
you are interested in becoming 
more equipped in bridging the 
gap to effective ministry, please 
contact Pastor Mark A. Smith at 
chaplainsmith@att.net for more 
information.

Smith Bible Institute
5658 Westcreek Drive, Ste #600

Fort Worth, TX  76133
Reverend Mark A. Smith, M.Div.

(817) 228-5225
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“The LEADER’S EDGE” by drmichaelbell

The Greenway Church Virtual Services & Worship
Faith and worship don’t happen in one room, they happen wherever you are. The Greenway Church 
offers virtual church services to customers in Fort Worth and beyond. We celebrate our shared faith 
and fellowship even when we can’t physically come together, to nurture shared community and spir-
itual needs. Http:thegreenwaychurch.mymobisite.us

This month, I want you to think 
with me specifically about the cru-
cial role of lay leaders in the local 
church. I was recently reminded of 
how vital it is to have a lay leader-
ship training system in place and I 
thought I’d share it with you.

Lay leaders are the backbone of 
any church community. Their roles 
go far beyond simple volunteer-
ism; they are the hands and feet 
of the church’s mission, serving 
tirelessly to meet the needs of 
the congregation and the broad-
er community. Understanding the 
importance of what these laity 
bring to the table highlights the 
critical need for proper training 
and development.

The aim of Church leadership 
training is to equip individuals 
with the necessary skills and 
knowledge to effectively guide 
and serve their congregations. Ev-
ery church needs a leadership de-
velopment system because every 
church benefits when its leaders 
are equipped to serve confidently 
and competently.

Well-trained lay leaders are more 
apt to be the ones who remain in 
the congregation when the pastor 
retires or moves on to another 
church. They’re the ones who pro-
vide pastoral care when there’s a 
death in the family, the ones who 
coordinate meals and chair the 
committees. These dedicated in-
dividuals hold the church togeth-
er through seasons of transition, 
ensuring that the congregation 
remains well-cared for.

Why is training so essential? 
Many congregations don’t have 
a leadership training system. One 
of the major benefits of building a 
strong team of lay leaders is that 
it frees pastors to concentrate on 
preaching, teaching and other ad-
ministrative tasks, while empow-
ering others to serve in a variety 
of roles. This not only lightens the 
pastor’s workload but also moti-
vates congregation members to 
participate more actively. When 
lay leaders are trained effectively, 
it multiplies the church’s capacity 
to reach and minister to its com-
munity.

Moreover, building a solid group 
of lay leaders helps secure the 
long-term viability of the church. 
By investing in leadership devel-
opment initiatives now, churches 
can ensure that there are capa-
ble leaders ready to step in when 

there’s a leadership void. This 
foresight protects the continuity 
and growth of the church’s mis-
sion.

God calls all people in the church 
to ministry, whether young or 
older, recent convert or lifelong 
participant. As a lay leader, one 
of your primary tasks is to help 
people recognize their own ca-
pacity to serve. Empowering oth-
ers to engage in acts of ministry 
strengthens the church’s outreach 
and builds a sense of community.

Just as you and the pastor are 
partners in leadership, a lay min-
istry leader needs to work to 
strengthen the relationship be-
tween the pastor, other leaders, 
and the broader congregation. 
This partnership is grounded in 
clear, honest, and discreet com-
munication. Lay leaders should 
provide public support and pri-
vate insight for their pastor, serv-
ing as both a bridge and a buffer 
between the congregation and 
pastoral leadership.

If a congregant is dissatisfied, 
encourage him or her to express 
concerns directly to the pastor, 
discouraging criticism behind the 
pastor’s back. If congregants are 
unwilling to communicate con-
cerns directly, you should charita-
bly communicate them to the pas-
tor. You don’t need to agree, but 
you should make the pastor aware 
of people’s feelings. This practice 
of healthy communication fosters 
unity and trust within the church.

*Dr. Michael Bell is Senior Pastor 
of Greater St. Stephen First Church 
FtW, a seminary adjunct profes-
sor, and a certified Life Coach. He 
conducts leadership seminars and 
conferences across the country. 
He is the author of Finding God in 
Hard Places.

Speak Life Thought
with Dr. Yolanda G. Butler

“A Life Living for A 
King”
“The earth is the Lord’s, and 
everything in it. The world and 
all its people belong to him.” 
(Psalm 24:1-6 NLT)

God the Father is King who 
has ALL dominion, power, and 
authority. He is also Lord of 
the Earth and the universe. He, 
therefore, legally has complete 
dominion, and His authority is 
absolute over everything and 
everyone. He can give anything 
to anyone according to His Sov-
ereign choice. The Father’s do-
main is expanded through the 
salvation of souls, where His 
glory shines through His chil-
dren.  Knowing God as King is 
not enough. You must live for 
Him.

The psalmist asks the question, 
“Who has the right to stand in 
the Father’s presence in His 
Holy Sanctuary? (Ps. 24:3)” It 
is good to know who the Father 
is, but you cannot just profess 
Him as your personal King and 
Lord, you must possess Him 
also. This means you must sur-
render yourself to Him, not part-
time, not when you need Him, 
not when you are in trouble, and 

not on Sunday mornings. It is 
daily living that reflects His glo-
ry, holiness, and righteousness. 
We live this life by exemplifying 
the life of Christ, through whom 
we now have access to the King, 
the Lord (Eph 2:18).

The King requires us to live a life 
that honors Him daily (Ps. 24:4, 
Rom 12:1). Our hands must be 
clean and our hearts pure. This 
means our actions and our atti-
tude should demonstrate where 
our true devotion is invested. 
Bishop Butler and I have been 
married for over 40 years, and if 
you look at our actions and at-
titude, you will see a reflection 
of love. The same should be for 
the child of the King. When He 
sees you, He sees your action, 
attitude, and values, which must 
align with His Word.

Additionally, we are reminded 
that anything that becomes a 
priority to you above God the 
King is idolatry (Ps. 24:4). He 
is a Jealous God and commands 
that nothing stands in the way of 
your relationship with Him (Ex-
odus 20:3; Deut. 4:24).  We must 
endeavor to stay Kingdom-fo-
cused and make certain that our 
priorities line up with His Will.

As you live in obedience to 

the King, you are assured the 
promise of His care, love, pro-
tection, and overall well-being 
(Ps. 24:5). This should foster in 
your heart a lifestyle of worship 
marked with holiness and righ-
teousness. This means in all that 
you do, it must please and honor 
the KING—no exception. If it is 
NOT KINGDOM, you must re-
solve in your mind, “I want no 
part of it.”

So dear hearts, do you know 
Him as King and Lord? If your 
answer is “yes,” then be deter-
mined to live for Him.

Dr. Yolanda G. Butler is Co-Pas-
tor and Church Administrator of 
Praise Center Community Church, 
where her husband, Bishop Don-
ald H. Butler, is the Senior Pastor. 
She is an intercessor, evangelist, 
mentor, and published author. 
Follow her on Twitter, Facebook, 
Instagram, and www.firstladybutl-
erministries.net.

BANNERS  |  SIGNS | OFFERING ENVELOPES | PRINTING 
VEHICLE GRAPHICS | MAGNETS | YARD SIGNS

BUSINESS CARDS | FLYERS
Over 40 Years Experience                                     817.891.9027

WEST MT. MORIAH BAPTIST CHURCH
5325 BONNELL AVE. | FT. WORTH, TX 76107

DR. WLD CAMPBELL, PASTOR              WWW,WESTMORIAH.ORG

Vacation Bible School
Registration | Bible Lessons

Food | Music | Raffles
June 9th-11th

6:15-8PM
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Join Us at C.C.M.B.C.

Christ-Centered
Missionary Baptist Church

5200 David Strickland Rd
Fort Worth, Tx. 76119

Sr. Pastor Dr. Edward Justice

Sunday Morning Prayer         8:30 A.M.
Sunday Morning Education

9:00 A.M. – 9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship    10:00 A.M.

Wednesday Services
Mid-Week Prayer                    6:30 P.M.
Mid-Week Refueling Hour    7:00 P.M.
Youth Bible Study                    7:00 P.M.

Email: churchinnews@sbcglobal.net4

1313 East Mulkey St  |  Fort Worth, TX 76104  |  (817) 923-9761
“The Church That Cares About Your Soul”

- Worship Opportunities -
Sunday School................9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship...........10:30 a.m.

Streaming on Facebook Live

Wednesday Night Bible Study
Zoom Meeting..................7:00 a.m.

Ready for Home Ownership?
Let’s Chat About Making It A Reality!

COURTNEY THOMAS ROGERS
REALTOR                                           (817) 999-4619

WWW.COURTNEYTHOMASHOMES.COM
HOMES@COURTNEYTHOMASHOMES.COM

Ask About
Financing
Options

GREATER SAINT STEPHEN FIRST CHURCH
Experience The Difference

Sunday...
      8:30 A.M.	 Cathechism
      9:30 A.M.   	 Worship & Celebration
            6 P.M.  	 S.H.O.P. Prayer Call
Monday CONNECT
      7 P.M.  	 Pastor’s Bible Study
Theology TUESDAY
       Each Tuesday @ 6pm

June 2025
Growth & Change Emphasis

Hear Dr. Bell on. . .
7 A.M.-7:30 A.M. Sundays  Ark-
La-Tex Area on KJTX 104.5 FM

10 A.M. Saturdays on
KWBT 94.5 FM Waco Area

What Is the Church?  New Testament Church Definition  |  By Mary Fairchild

What is the church? Is the church a building? 
Is it the place where believers gather to wor-
ship? Or is the church the people—the believ-
ers who follow Christ? How we understand 
and perceive the church is an important fac-
tor in determining how we live out our faith. 
For the purpose of this study, we will look at 
the church in the context of “the Christian 
church,” which is a New Testament concept.

Jesus Was the First Person to Mention the Church
Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered 
him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For 
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, 
but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, 
you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. (Matthew 16:16–18, ESV)

Some Christian denominations, such as the 
Catholic Church, interpret this verse to mean 
that Peter is the rock upon which the church 
was founded, and for this reason, Peter is 
considered the first Pope. However, Protes-
tants, as well as other Christian denomina-
tions, understand this verse differently.

Although many believe Jesus noted the mean-
ing of Peter’s name here as rock, there was 
no supremacy given to him by Christ. Rather, 
Jesus was referring to Peter’s declaration: 
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
This confession of faith is the rock upon which 
the church is built, and just like Peter, every-
one who confesses Jesus Christ as Lord is a 
member of the church.

Church Definition in the New Testament
The word “church” is mentioned more than 
100 times in the New Testament. It is trans-
lated from the Greek term ekklesia which is 

formed from two Greek words meaning “an 
assembly” and “to call out” or “the called out 
ones.” The New Testament church is a body of 
believers that has been called out from the 
world by God to live as his people under the 
authority of Jesus Christ:

God has put all things under the authority of 
Christ and has made him head over all things 
for the benefit of the church. And the church 
is his body; it is made full and complete by 
Christ, who fills all things everywhere with 
himself. (Ephesians 1:22–23, NLT)

This group of believers or “the body of Christ” 
began in Acts 2 on the Day of Pentecost 
through the work of the Holy Spirit and will 
continue to be formed until the day of the rap-
ture of the church.

A person becomes a member of the church 
simply by exercising faith in Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Savior.

The Church Local Versus the Church Universal
The local church is defined as a local assem-
bly of believers or a congregation that meets 
together physically for worship, fellowship, 
teaching, prayer and encouragement in the 
faith (Hebrews 10:25). At the local church 
level, we can live in relationship with other 
believers—we break bread together (Holy 
Communion), we pray for each other, teach 
and make disciples, strengthen, and encour-
age one another.

At the same time, all believers are members 
of the universal church. The universal church 
is made up of every single person who has 
exercised faith in Jesus Christ for salvation, 
including members of every local church body 
throughout the earth:

For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as 
to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, 
slave or free—and we were all given the one 
Spirit to drink. (1 Corinthians 12:13, NIV)

God’s People Are the Church
The founder of the home church movement in 
England, Canon Ernest Southcott, defined the 

church best:

“The holiest moment of the church service 
is the moment when God’s people—strength-
ened by preaching and sacrament—go out 
of the church door into the world to be the 
church. We don’t go to church; we are the 
church.”

The church, therefore, is not a place. It’s not 
the building, it’s not the location, and it’s not 
the denomination. God’s people who are in 
Christ Jesus are the church.

The Purpose of the Church
The purpose of the church is three-fold. The 
church comes together (assembles) for the 
purpose of bringing each member into spir-
itual maturity (Ephesians 4:13). The church 
reaches out (scatters) to spread the love of 
Christ and the gospel message to unbelievers 
in the world (Matthew 28:18-20). This is the 
Great Commission, to go out into the world 
and make disciples. So, the purpose of the 
church is to minister to believers and unbe-
lievers.

The church, both in the universal and local 
sense, is important because it is the prima-
ry vehicle through which God carries out his 
purposes on earth. The church is the body of 
Christ—his heart, his mouth, his hands, and 
feet—reaching out to the world:

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one 
of you is a part of it. (1 Cor 12:27, NIV)

The church is the people of the Kingdom of 
God. The church is the Bride of Christ:

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ 
loved the church and gave himself for her to 
make her holy, cleansing her with the washing 
of water by the word. He did this to present 
the church to himself in splendor, without 
spot or wrinkle or anything like that, but holy 
and blameless. (Ephesians 5:25-27 (CSB)

The supreme purpose of the church is to love 
and worship God through Jesus Christ and 
make him known throughout the world.

The National Juneteenth Museum's inaugural Freedom 
Vibes Festival
This year, the National Juneteenth 
Museum (NJM) is producing the 
inaugural version of Freedom 
Vibes, the National Juneteenth 
Festival. The festival is part of 
NJM's ongoing pre-construction 
programming and promises to 
buoy our effort to make Fort Worth 
the nation's epicenter for June-
teenth programs and education.

The festivities begin Thursday 
afternoon, June 19th at 3pm with 
a speaker series conversation fea-
turing the venerable Ambassa-
dor Andrew Young. Ambassador 
Young, a Civil Rights icon and 
one of Dr. Martin Luther King's 
best friends, will provide insight 
to his experience as a Civil Rights 
leader and explore the ways the 
current environment might com-
pare to the challenges of that era. 

He will also be 
joined on stage 
by our own, 
Ms. Opal Lee. 
Two near-cen-
tenarians on 
one stage! This 
event is free to 
the public, but 
registration is 
required.. 

The festival 
also features 

concerts at the beautiful Bass 
Performance Hall downtown Fort 
Worth, including a June 19th show 
with Orchestra Noir, a renowned 
group of expert musicians that 
combines classical talent with the 
beats of Hip-hop and the soulful 
rhythms of R&B. Friday night 
June 20th, we'll take Bass Hall 

over again with the soulful sounds 
of Eddie Levert and the Mighty 
O'Jays and Fort Worth's own, the 
Legendary Whispers.

Saturday afternoon, Freedom 
Vibes will take over Evans Plaza 
with a free Block Party, highlight-
ing local talent, artists, and ven-
dors. The festival ends Sunday at 
4pm at the Potter's House of Fort 
Worth with "The Choir Returns" 
Gospelfest, another free event fea-
turing some of Dallas-Fort Worth's 
most-renowned church choirs. 

Join us Juneteenth weekend as we 
put "Culture on Display"!

To register for the free Ambas-
sador Young Speaker Series or 
to get tickets to the other events, 
please go to the website, Freedom-
vibes2025.com.
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Johnson StreetJohnson Street
Christ Holy Sanctified Church

4954 Ramey Ave.   Ft. Worth, TX 76105   817.535.5707

Sunday	       Sunday School..............9:45am
	       Morning Worship.......11:15am

Wednesday  Faith & Family Night...7:00pm

“Come Worship With Us”
Bishop Vernon L. James and

First Lady Linda L. James

Fort Worth Save OurFort Worth Save Our
Children Learning CenterChildren Learning Center

4217 Avenue M  Ft. Worth, TX 76105
817.536.3033
www.fwsoc.org

Daycare and Private Christian School
Serving Infants & Preschool Children & 1st thru 6th Grades

CCMS Accepted, ACSI Membership, A-BEKA Curriculum

“Because we care, we give our best”

Email: churchinnews@sbcglobal.net5

421 S  Ayers Avenue,   Fort Worth, Texas  76103
Rev. J. L. Hunt Jr., Pastor

Sunday Services
Sunday School.......................9:30 A.M.
Morning Worship Service....11:00 A.M.

Wednesday Services
Wednesday Prayer Service & Bible Study

7:00 P.M.

“Come Worship with Us; God, God Does”

Greater First Missionary Baptist Church

Momentum builds for Evans & Rosedale as final incentives approved
CITY NEWS

Fort Worth City Councilmembers autho-
rized the sale of 36 lots of land to Royal 
Capital, the master developer behind 
the Evans & Rosedale project, along-
side several other project incentives — 
successfully overcoming the final hurdle 
to funding the long-awaited mixed-use 
development in the Historic Southside.

The vote also marked the conclusion of 
a whirlwind year for the project.

Following a national Request for Ex-
pression of Interest (RFEI) process 
beginning in March 2024, Royal Capital 
was announced as the project’s master 
developer in August.

The Milwaukee-based team hit the 
ground running, meeting with the Histor-
ic Southside Neighborhood Association 
and other local stakeholders while also 
collaborating with the City on a series 
of community meetings — including a 
fireside chat in September and a block 
party visioning event in October — to 
collect neighborhood feedback and pri-
oritize ideas for the long-vacant site.

More than 100 resident responses 
shaped Royal Capital’s preliminary 
plans for the development, which were 
shared with the community as part of a 
special event in December 2024.

Since then, both Royal Capital and the 
City have been engaged in research, 
nailing down project specifics and con-
ducting final negotiations.

“We’re thrilled to see this project come 
so far in so short a time, but we’re not 
finished yet,” said Royal Capital CEO 
Kevin Newell.

“We’re going to keep meeting with 
neighborhood stakeholders, host focus 
groups on key topics of interest and stay 
focused on moving this forward. And we 
couldn’t be more pleased to see the 
City, the leadership and the community 
of Fort Worth making this commitment 
to progress in the Historic Southside — 
they have been outstanding partners.”

“This development symbolizes a bright-
er future for Historic Southside, District 
8 and Fort Worth,” said Councilmember 
Chris Nettles. “It would not have been 
possible without the strong partnership 
of the City, Royal Capital and the com-
munity’s support.

“Evans & Rosedale will be a valuable 
addition to the rich legacy of Historic 
Southside, providing quality affordable 
housing and retail options just five min-
utes from downtown Fort Worth — the 
urban heart of one of the fastest-grow-
ing large cities in the United States.”

About the development
The mixed-use development at Evans & 
Rosedale is set to include:

- A minimum of 170 affordable residen-
tial units, including senior units, family 
units, stacked flats and live-work units.
- 15,700 square feet of commercial 
space, to potentially include restau-

rants, a fitness center, a business cen-
ter, a coffee shop and more.
- Of this commercial space, a minimum 
of 3,000 square feet would be focused 
on attracting a grocery or food hall con-
cept for at least a year.
- In addition, 7,200 square feet of com-
mercial space will be set aside for local 
commercial tenants.
- A mix of surface, garage and street 
parking, for a maximum of 283 parking 
spaces to accommodate traffic.
- Parks and common area green spac-
es.
“The final scope of the Evans & 
Rosedale project is something that 
both the City and the community can be 
proud of,” said Assistant City Manager 
Jesica McEachern. “It reflects many 
of the priorities that we’ve heard are 
deeply important to the neighborhood, 
including affordable housing and retail 
options along Evans Avenue. The proj-
ect will also preserve attributes of the 
Historic Southside’s history and use that 
as the foundation to build upon.”

Incentive overview
Altogether, Royal Capital is committing 
to $61 million in total investments, in-
cluding $48 million in hard construction 
costs. They are also committed to uti-
lizing business equity firms for a mini-
mum of 15% of construction costs and 
will make a good-faith effort to hire local 
individuals within the neighborhood.

The developer also plans to continue 
ongoing community engagement ef-
forts, hire 30 full-time employees during 
the construction process, will create a 
security plan for the site and will work 
to incorporate the Historic Southside’s 
heritage and culture throughout the 
project.

In exchange, the City of Fort Worth 
would provide $2.5 million in City grants, 
as well as annual performance-based 
Chapter 380 grants for 20 years, begin-
ning once construction on the project 
is complete. This yearly grant would 
be based on 80% of maintenance and 
property (M&O) taxes for the area and 
would be capped at $6 million.

“The Evans & Rosedale project will not 
only be a catalyst for the neighborhood, 
but it will also spark an emerging market 
for this type of development in south-
east Fort Worth,” said Ori Fernandez, 

assistant director of economic develop-
ment for the City.

Additionally, up to $7 million in reim-
bursements for public infrastructure 
costs will be paid through the Southside 
tax increment finance district (TIF 4), 
alongside expedited project facilitation 
and fee waivers from the City.

Lastly, the City of Fort Worth will be sell-
ing the 36 lots assembled for the project 
— which are currently owned by the City 
or by one of its component units — to 
the developer for $1 each.

The 30 lots owned by the Fort Worth 
Housing and Finance Corporation are 
currently valued at $3,595,977; the 
five lots owned by the Fort Worth Local 
Development Corporation are currently 
valued at $537,076; and the final lot al-
ready owned by the City of Fort Worth is 
currently valued at $112,500 — bringing 
the City’s land contribution for the proj-
ect to $4,245,553.

In total, the City’s incentive package for 
the Evans & Rosedale project will be 
$19,745,553.

What happens now?
With the council approval, final devel-
opment agreements can be drafted and 
pre-development on the project can be-
gin. Royal Capital and the City of Fort 
Worth anticipate breaking ground on 
this project before the end of 2026.

“It’s exciting to deliver a project that 
resonates with the needs and desires of 
the Historic Southside community after 
so many years of work,” said Martha 
Collins, economic development manag-
er for the City.

A former hub of Black commerce, the 
Historic Southside has been home to 
many of Fort Worth’s — and even the 
nation’s — first black entrepreneurs and 
is an extremely important part of the 
City’s history.

The City of Fort Worth has invested 
over $30 million into the area’s infra-
structure, redevelopment and planning 
efforts since the late 1990s, and the Ev-
ans & Rosedale project is a continuation 
of that long-term effort to bring more in-
vestment, jobs and economic prosperity 
to the neighborhood.

In the Community with Pastor Sharon Ford-Turner

Pic 1) In Waxahachie,Tx with Mother Blezoria Watts 91 years young. 
Mother's Day  Celebration; Pic 2) 25th Annual Como Mother's Day 
Luncheon with CEO Of Como Lions Heart Carol Kirby Brown; Pic 3) 
With Honoree Dr. Lyndia Thomas at 25th Annual Como Mother's Day 
Luncheon



CHURCH DIRECTORY

Zion Rest 
Missionary Baptist Church 

3733 Ave J 	                Fort Worth, TX 76105
817-534-8327 

PASTOR RUFUS HUCKABY 

Worship and Study Services

9:30am 	 Sunday School
11:00am	 Morning Worship
Wednesday
7:00pm 	 Prayer Meeting
7:30pm	 Bible Study, Mission 
	 Youth Bible Study

Turner Chapel
 COGIC of Texas
  Supt. James Turner Memorial Ministry

Evangelist Sharon Mason-Turner, Overseer
P.O. Box 330401    Ft. Worth, TX 76163 . 817-294-2443

Email:slford@academicplanet.com
“The Work Lives On”  9:00 am.....................................Sunday School 

10:00 am...................................Worship Service
7 :00 p.m......................................... Bible Study

EVERY 2nd Sunday at 10:30 am 
Services at Village Creek Nursing Home

 Bible Study - Tuesday @ 6:00pm
3252 Oak Timber, Forest Hill, TX 76119

Prayer / Spiritual Counseling / Teaching
Visitation of Sick & Shut In

Helping Hand Food Distribution Ministries
College Scholarship Foundation

“Reaching Out To You Ministry”

Sixth Avenue 
Baptist Church
BISHOP K.D. DAVIS, SR.

125 S. 5th St., Corsicana, TX            903-874-4873
Motto:  “I Believe God”

A PURPOSE DRIVEN CHURCH

Listen Each Sunday  8-9am
KAND 1340AM Radio Broadcast

KNON 89.3 FM   “Just Believe Broadcast”
Thursday Morning 4am-7am

Community Cable TV Channel 28
Sun 7:30-8:30p; Wed 12n-1p, Sat 4:30p-5:30p

4916 Ramey Avenue  Ft. Worth, TX 76105
817.413.8771         Email: cornbapt02@aol.com

 -- Service Times --
SUNDAY SCHOOL

9:30 AM

SUNDAY MORNING
WORSHIP 
10:30 AM

WEDNESDAY PRAYER
MEETING &

BIBLE STUDY @ 7:00 PMMark S. Fitz, Pastor

Zion Missionary
Baptist Church

SUNDAY SCHOOL.............................................9:00 a.m.
MORNING WORSHIP.......................................10:30 a.m.
EVERY WEDNESDAY - BIBLESTUDY…………...…..6:30 p.m.
1ST,4TH, 5TH WEDNESDAY – PRAYER SERVICE…7:30 p.m.
EVERY WEDNESDAY - YOUTH MEETINGS.............7:30 p.m.
2ND& 3RD  WEDNESDAY - SMALLGROUPS.........7:30 p.m.
3RD SATURDAYS - EVANGELISM......................10:30 a.m.

4100 Horne Street  
Fort Worth, TX  76107

817-737-6264
www.thezionbaptistchurch.org

REV. K.L. HAWKINS, Pastor

SAMARIA 
Baptist Church
       4000 E. Berry St.
   Fort Worth, TX  76105
     Phone: 817-536-6421

PASTOR  
WILLIAM McKINLEY JACKSON

      Sunday School.........................................9:30 am
Sunday Morning Worship........................10:30 am
Wednesday Prayer....................................6:00 pm
Wednesday Bible Study............................7:00 pm

“The Church That’s Moving To The Next Level”

OUR PURPOSE IS TO:
EXALT THE SAVIOR, EQUIP THE SAINTS AND EVANGELIZE THE SINNERS

West Mt. Moriah 
Baptist Church

Dr. W.L.D. Campbell, Pastor
Sunday School - Sunday                              9:00am
Morning Worship - Sunday                       10:05am
Prayer Meeting - Wednesday                    7:00pm

VISION STATEMENT
To share the Light of Christ to a world in Darkness, 

beginning at home.
Hab. 2:1-4                                    Matt. 28:18-20

5325 Bonnell Street
Fort Worth, TX  76107

817-731-3502
www.westmountmoriah.org

Tastebud
Ministries

Church

7101 Wichita St - Forest Hill, TX 76140
Office: 817.446.9408 / Cell 817.675.3402

SUNDAY SCHOOL .......................................9:15 am
SUNDAY SERVICE.....................................10:30 am
SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE......................4:00 pm

(Every 2nd & 3rd Sunday)
BIBLE STUDY (Wednesday)........................7:00 pm
PRAYER MEETING (Wednesday)...............6:30 pm

“Where the Word of God
is Food for the Soul”

SERVANTS/PASTOR
Gea & Kim
Anderson

Meadowbrook 
First Baptist Church

“Compel them to come in”
6600 Ellis Road                   Ft. Worth, TX  76112
817.457.4362             mfbchurch@netzero.com

Website:  meadowbrookfirstbaptist.com

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:45AM

MORNING WORSHIP
11:00AM

WEDN BIBLE STUDY
7:00PM

DR. C. L. PERKINS.
PASTOR

GREENWAY 
CHURCH

1816 Delga Street  -  Ft. Worth, TX  76102
817.714.4680

Sunday Bible Study (Classes for all ages)...........9am
Sunday Morning Worship............................10:45am
Wednesday Intercessory Prayer....................6:30pm
Wed. Bible Study (Classes for all ages)..........7:15pm

Come and Be A Part of 
True Worship and Praise!!

MYRON SCOTT
Lead Pastor & Servant

“The Church Where Ministry Means People and 
Everybody Is Somebody”

Dr. Darrell W. Blair, Senior Pastor
4500 S. Riverside Dr.              Ft. Worth, TX  76119
817-534-1600                                817-534-1612Fax

www.newbreedchristian.com

Church Office Hours:  Monday - Thursday. 10am - 3pm

Worship Services
SUNDAYS MORNING................................10:00 AM
WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE.............................7:00 pm

Greater New Hope
Missionary Baptist Church
3920 E. Rosedale  Ft Worth, TX 76105

817.534.0774
Reginald Andrews, Pastor/Teacher

Sunday Bible Study………….9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship ……………10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study…..…7:15 p.m.

“O come, let us worship and
bow down: let us kneel before 

the LORD our maker.”

Mt. Ararat Missionary 
Baptist Church

“The Church That Truly Cares About Your Soul!”

SUNDAY SCHOOL.......................................9:45AM
MORNING WORSHIP.................................11:00AM
WEDNESDAY (Prayer & Teacher’s Meeting) .....7:00PM

REV. DONALD F. WILSON , JR.
PASTOR

1313 E. Mulkey Street
Fort Worth, TX  76104
Church:  817.923.9761

Pastor Study:  817.826.7208

Patrick & Jeannette Gratts, Pastors

INSPIRING HIGHER 
PURPOSE MINISTRIES
4912 Lancaster                        Ft. Worth, TX  76103
Church:  817.420.6350	           817.225.5554

Sunday School 
9:00am - 9:45am

Sunday  Service
10:15am - 12:30pm

Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 pm

Prayer Line  8:00am - 1:00pm
Call 817.363.3553

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us.   Ephesians 3:20

ED JUSTICE (Senior Pastor - CCMBC)
5200 David Strickland Rd.   Ft Worth, TX. 76119

817-330-3774
eddukejustice@sbcglobal.net

Sunday School..................................9AM 
Worship Service.........................10:00AM 
Wednesday Prayer.......................6:30PM
Bible Study (Wed)........................7:00PM

Christ Centered
Missionary
Baptist Church

1344 E. Harvey Ave.     Ft. Worth, TX  76104
817-923-5431         www.elmgrovembc.org

Reverend T.J. Patterson, Jr., Pastor
Sunday School.........................9:45am
Worship Service.....................11:00am
Wednesday Service..................7:30pm

For the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 

body of Christ.  Ephesians 4:12

ELM GROVE 
Missionary Baptist

CHURCH

GENESIS UNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
4505 Foard St.     Fort Worth, TX 76119

817.536.2936
Email: genesisunitybc01@att.net

WORSHIP & STUDY
SERVICES

Sunday School….…..9:00 AM
Morning Worship....10:30 AM
Bible Study (Sun).....5:00 PM
Youth Classes……....Saturday

DR. RICHARD L. MONTGOMERY, Pastor

Sunday School .........................9:30am
Morning Worship.....................10:45am 
Wednesday Night Bible Study....7:00pm

Greater Eleazer
Baptist
Church
5025 Sunshine Drive
 Fort Worth TX,76105

 817 536-9237

Rev. Lawrence Barrett &
Lady. Rebecca Barrett

Greater First
Missionary

Baptist Church
421 S  Ayers Avenue, 

Fort Worth, Texas  76103  
Rev. J. L. Hunt Jr., Pastor

Sunday School                        9:30 A.M.
Morning Worship Service   11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Prayer Service & Bible Study

7:00 P.M.

“Come Worship with Us; God, God Does”

East St. Paul 
Baptist Church

“The Church Where Everybody is Somebody,
but we all recognize Jesus as the Head.”

Sunday School.............................................9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship............................10:45am
Wednesday Bible Study (at the church).......12:00pm
 Wednesday Prayer Meeting..........................6:30pm

Sunday Service Live Streamed at www.espbc.com
and FaceBook | Temperature checked for In-Person Attendees

“Masks highly recommended, but not required”

Dr. Darrell Ward, Sr. 
Senior Pastor

5300 Oak Grove Rd. W. 
Ft. Worth, TX  76134

817.293.5067

THE BODY OF CHRIST AT WORK

CAMPUS DRIVE UMC

SUNDAY MORNING
Church School                 8:30 am
Worship Service              9:45 am
Thursday Bible Study     6:30 pm

Rev. Louis Carr,
Lead Pastor

          4301 Campus Drive
     Fort Worth, Texas 76119
              817.921.5673
       www.campusdrive.org
    www.facebook.com/campusdriveumc 

Chimney Rock 
Ministries Church
www.chimneyrockministries.net
 1916 Everman Parkway
   Fort Worth, TX 76140
       (817) 720-6771

   Rev. Gilbert Tezeno,
         Senior Pastor

Weekly Services
Sunday School..................................................9:30 a.m.

(Participation also available via Zoom)
Sunday Morning Services................................11:00 a.m.
Communion Service.............................................Monthly
Bible Study (Wednesday via Conference Call)..7:00 p.m.

GOD’S MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

“Miracles Do Happen”
H.E. RICHARDSON, Pastor

SUNDAY SCHOOL....................8:30AM
SUNDAY SERVICE TIME........10:00AM
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY....5:45PM

2809 Weiler Blvd.
Fort Worth, TX 76112

682.365.6738

“The Best Is Yet To Come”

Community of Hope 
Lutheran Church & 

Children Center
4301 Miller Ave    Ft Worth Tx 76119

817.534.8285....................Church
817.534.8246.....Children Center

Pastor Nicholaus Chove

Children’s &
Sunday Morning 

Worship
10:00am

Freshly 
Anointed 
Baptist Church
3507 Crenshaw St.	 Ft. Worth, TX  76105
817.534.5131             www.freshlyanointedbc.org

REV. DR. G.L. DURHAM
Sunday School..................................9:45AM
Morning Worship.............................11:00AM

Wednesday Services
Mission and Brotherhood.................6:00PM
Prayer and Teacher Meeting..............7:00PM

,”Evangelizing the world, one soul at a time.”
Acts 1:8

SERVICE TIMES
SUNDAY SERVICE............................9:00 AM
WEDN. NIGHT PRAYER...6:00 PM - 6:30 PM

INTERACTIVE BIBLE STUDY
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM

Join Us In Person or on Facebook & YouTube

3640 Avenue F
Fort Worth, TX 76105

ST JOHN MBC

TEMPLE OFTEMPLE OF
PRAISEPRAISE

PASTOR C.E. CUNNINGHAM

1412 E Cantey St | Ft Worth, TX 76104
817-535-7800

Email: LCBC@lesliecourt.org
Sunday School      9:00 am
Morning Worship 11:00 am

Pastor Robintino Stewart Sr. 
and

First Lady Elizabeth

Leslie Court
Baptist Church

JORDAN MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
1515 DEWBERRY | LANCASTER, TX

 Pastor Sinclair
 J.O. ROYAL, II
SUNDAY SCHOOL.........9am
SUNDAY SERVICE..10:30am



DOMESTIC  VIOLENCE  HOTLINE
CONTACT US Call 24/7/365

1.800.799.7233

Cedar Hill Memorial Park
8301 Mansfield Hwy 287, Arlington, TX 76001

 --NOW HIRING --
Family Counselors

817.478.1878

HELP WANTED

MUSIC FOR ALL OCCASIONS
Piano | Organ | Vocalist | Band

Weddings - Funerals - Banquets - Programs - Etc.

For Booking Call: 817.891.9027

CHURCHIN’ www.churchinnews.com

BIBLE CROSSWORD PUZZLE
Topic: BIBLE WARS

BAKER CHAPEL A.M.E. CHURCH
Food Pantry is Open

Every Wednesday and Thursday 
@ 10:00 am to 12 noon

1050 East Humbolt Street  |  Fort Worth, TX 76104
817.336.5326  or  817.907.8493

REV. WALTER MCDONALD, SENIOR PASTOR

WE WANT YOUR

PLEASE SEND TO US BY THE 20th BEFORE 
THE UPCOMING MONTH

CALL 817.891.9027 FOR MORE INFORMATION
SEND TO: churchinnews@sbcglobal.net

The Value of Gospel Choirs
by Pastor Julie

Gospel choirs in black churches have profoundly im-
pacted pop culture, fashion, and music, particularly 
through gospel music.  These choirs have inspired 
many artists and genres, with their roots stretching 
back to the deep South, driven by a desire for survival 
rather than influence.

The Roots of Resilience
The emergence of gospel choirs is tied to the painful 
history of slavery, which sought to erase African iden-
tities and suppress cultural expression. In response, 
the Black church became a sanctuary, and its choirs 
a symbol of strength and resilience. Through hymns 
and spirituals, these choirs preserved cultural heri-
tage and conveyed hidden messages, such as in the 
spiritual “Wade in the Water,” which offered coded 
escape instructions for enslaved people.

The Birth of Gospel Music
Gospel choirs’ creativity led to the development of 
gospel music, blending spirituals, hymns, and blues. 
Pioneers like Mahalia Jackson, Thomas A. Dorsey, and 
Sister Rosetta Tharpe brought gospel to wider audi-
ences, influencing the development of rock, R&B, 
and soul music.

Influence on Contemporary Music
Gospel music’s impact on modern genres is clear. 
Many artists, including Aretha Franklin, Mahalia 

Jackson, and Sam Cooke, began in church choirs. Ele-
ments of gospel, like call-and-response and emotion-
al delivery, continue to shape today’s music, seen in 
artists like Beyoncé and John Legend.

Cultural Impact
Beyond music, gospel choirs have been central to so-
cial and political movements. Their songs, like “We 
Shall Overcome” and “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” be-
came anthems of the civil rights movement. These 
choirs foster unity and have influenced activism 
through their powerful messages of hope and resil-
ience.

A Legacy of Unity and Inspiration
The legacy of gospel choirs endures and inspires mu-
sicians across various genres. Their influence contin-
ues to shape modern music, as their emotional depth 
and vocal excellence resonate globally. The impact of 
gospel choirs on American culture and music is im-
measurable, blending spirituality, creativity, and resil-
ience to empower generations of people worldwide.



Turner Chapel C.O.G.I.C Of TX 
Supt. James Turner

Memorial Ministries
Sharon Ford-Turner, Overseer
3252 Oak Timber Dr, Forest Hill, TX 76119

817.614.6808
P.O. Box 330401 Ft. Worth,TX 76163
Evang. Sharon Ford-Turner, Pastor 

e-mail: sharonlmasonfordturner@gmail.com

Sunday Services:
In-Person & Conference  

Call Services
9am .......Sunday School 
10am....Worship Service

Nursing Homes Ministry SHARON FORD TURNER
Love in Action:

11:30 am 1st  Sunday ....Village Creek 
Nursing Homes Ministry following

Pandemic guidelines. 

10:00 Am 3rd Sunday....Coral Rehabilita-
tion and Nursing Center of Arlington, TX

Mother’s Day Love Celebration with Gifts  
for Mother’s at both Locations 

Tuesday 9:00am Prayer & Bible Study
Conference Call Service 

Mon-Sat. 6:00 am Intercessory Prayer

Let yout Light shine before men that
they may see your good works and

Glorify your Father in Heaven MATT 5:16

Pastor Milton Pace

2200 Oak Hill RD, at Meadowbrook Dr.
Fort Worth, Texas 76112
phone: 817.451.3721
fax: 817.451.5345
www.saintsvillecathedral.org

SAINTSVILLE ACADEMY
Call 817.451.3737

PROVEN ACCELERATED ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

Alpha Cremation
The Major Funeral Home
Chapel & Cremation Center
Veteran Owned and Family Operated since 1999

“Let Our Family... Help Your Family”

COMPLETE FUNERAL
PACKAGE
$2,595

DIRECT CREMATION
PACKAGE

$809
Price includes everything required to perform service excluding Cemetery Fees.

817.290.2188
2701 S Great SW Pkwy, Ste 2731 | Grand Prairie, TX

972.988.0000

2805 Galleria Dr  |  Arlington, TX  |  817.608.0123
www.majorfuneralhome.com

THANK YOUTHANK YOU
FOR YOURFOR YOUR

READERSHIPREADERSHIP

2813 Galleria Dr.
Arlington, TX 76011

Cosmetology School

We provide 
personalized 

solutions, expert guidance, and 
free no-obligation competitive 
quotes to help you decide if 
selling your Term or Universal 
policy is right for you. Contact 
us today to see if you qualify. 

Armour Taxes Plus LLC
Phone: 469-454-8832 

Website: https://www.armour-
taxesplusllc.com  

“FREE MONEY” 
FROM YOUR

INSURANCE POLICY! 

CEDAR HILL MEMORIAL PARKCEDAR HILL MEMORIAL PARK

 “When choosing a
Final Resting Place,

We Listen, We Guide, We Care”
Mausoleums | MemorialsMausoleums | Memorials

Markers | Lawn Crypts | NichesMarkers | Lawn Crypts | Niches
Urns and Ground BurialsUrns and Ground Burials

8301 MANSFIELD HIGHWAY 287 -- ARLINGTON, TEXAS 76001
Phone: 817.478.1878   Fax: 817.478.6709   www.cedarhillmp.com

Ask about our payment plans on Pre-Need Items.
Mention this ad for an additional discount.

PROVIDING EVERY FAMILY, EVERY
OPPORTUNITY, EVERY TIME”

Happy Father’s DayHappy Father’s Day


