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“The LEADER’S EDGE” by drmichaelbell

By now, you've heard all the talk
and read survey after survey, re-
search article after research article
about how the novel coronavirus
pandemic accelerated the decline of
the church, particularly in America.
Survey data suggests that church
membership, church attendance
and belief in God all declined during
the pandemic years and continue
dwindling to date. According to Life-
way Research, “typical church atten-
dance is only 85% of pre-pandemic
levels.”

Harvard professor Henry Louis
Gates, Jr. writes, “no pillar of the Af-
rican American community has been
more central to its history, identity
and social justice vision than the
Black Church.” Nonetheless (partly
because we failed to teach our his-
tory to our posterity), since the virus
outbreak, Black Church attendance
and participation have been on a se-
vere downswing. Some former me-
ga-churches have experienced up to
an 80% drop in worship attendance.
Other local bodies of Christ had
to cut back from as many as three
weekly Sunday services to one. The
wonderful congregation | serve is
averaging 48% of our pre-pandem-
ic, in-person attendance. Not unlike
many of our sister congregations, a
good number of those who no lon-
ger attend worship and participate
in ministry were ministry leaders.

Church leadership in its various iter-
ations is what this column is about.
This month | want us to think about
what your strategy and my strategy
ought to be in light of a limited lead-
ership pool. A relative number of
ministry and committee team lead-
ers are no longer engaged post-pan-
demic. What are our next steps?

One of the obvious answers is that
we recruit new leaders. | agree.
And that leads us to the fact that
we must do a better job in defining
what “leadership” is and isn't.

In its simplest form, leadership is
influencing other people to follow. |
read somewhere that leadership “is
the leveraging of abilities and influ-
ence to facilitate accomplishment
and change.” Leadership isn’t a title.
Leadership isn’'t merely a position.
Leadership is a function. Effective,

game-changing leadership sets di-
rection, builds a vision and adopts
as circumstances require. Leader-
ship is about and mapping where
your ministry needs to go.

Truth is, most people holding lead-
ership positions in churches often
don’t have leadership skills. This is
perhaps one of the most common
leadership issues in the church.
Leaders who don’t lead but hold a
position. A few years back | led a
Church Leadership Workshop in a
city in another state. The workshop
was four-hours long and, through-
out that time of engaging with the
lay leaders and pastor of that con-
gregation, | couldn’t help but notice
how the atmosphere was notice-
ably tense. There were a few hints
of dissatisfaction with the pastor’s
leadership. Afterwards | discovered
that the majority of those who at-
tended the workshop attended only
because the pastor made it manda-
tory. As a result, some of them were
upset because all of a sudden the
pastor wanted the leaders to lead.
They were content just holding the
position and wearing the title.

Leaders Lead. During this time of
resetting, rebooting and redirect-
ing, it’s imperative that those who
are in church leadership lead. We've
already delineated what leadership
is and isn’t. Next time, let’s think
about “How To Recruit New Minis-
try Leaders From A Limited Leader-
ship Pool.”

*dr. michael bell is Senior Pastor of Great-
er St. Stephen First Church FtW, a semi-
nary adjunct professor, and a certified Life
Coach. He conducts leadership seminars
and conferences across the country. He is
the author of Finding God in Hard Places
and a chapter in the recently published

book, Justice Looks Like.
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The Greenway Church Virtual Services & Worship
Faith and worship don’t happen in one room, they happen wherever you are. The Greenway Church offers
virtual church services to customers in Fort Worth and beyond. We celebrate our shared faith and fellowship
even when we can't physically come together, to nurture shared community and spiritual needs.

Speak Liie Thoughi

with First Lady & Co-Pasior Yolanda G. Butler

A Life of
Thanksgiving

“Oh give thanks unto the Lord,
for He is good! For His Mercy
endures forever.” (Ps. 107:1)

The month of November holds
what is considered one of the
most precious holidays and that
is Thanksgiving. Dating back
to as early as 1612, it was in-
tended as a time of thanksgiv-
ing prayers, food, fellowship,
and games. Over the years, the
tradition and culture of Thanks-
giving varies. For the Christian,
Thanksgiving is often a time
set aside to express thankful-
ness for the merciful hand and
kindness that the Father has
so graciously bestowed upon
us. Some churches open their
doors for worship followed by
a feast, especially for those who
have no family. Some minis-
tries cater to the homeless or
the indigent as an expression of
the Father’s love. Then many
families will travel on the busi-
est day of the year far and near
to sit at the Thanksgiving fam-
ily table.

While Thanksgiving is indeed
a day set aside for gathering
the family and loved ones to
indulge in some good old-fash-
ioned homecooked meals and

watch football games, let us
not neglect to take the time to
be thankful. Thank the Father
for salvation, health, breath,
strength, and a sound mind. Let
us use this holiday as a time to
teach our little ones the power
of being thankful as well. Con-
sider reaching out to those who
have supported you this past year
through good and rough days.
Tell them “thank you” for just be-
ing there. As you prepare a plate
for yourself, consider preparing a
plate for someone else who is not
privileged to sit at the family ta-
ble. As you say a personal prayer
of thanks, consider calling some-
one (not text) and pray a thanks-
giving prayer over them. Let us
cherish family traditions and also
create new ones that express a
heart of thankfulness.

But most of all, let Thanksgiving
serve as a reminder to always
thank our Heavenly Father just
for being Elohim our Creator,
Adonai our Master, Jehovah our
Lord, El Shaddai the Almighty,
Yahweh our Lord, and the many
personal names that He is to you.
Why? It is because of His mercy
that we have not all been wiped
out from this earth (Lam 3:22).
That is a reason to be thank-
ful. It is because of His love to-
wards us that He sent His Son
into the world, not to condemn
us, but through Him to save us

(John 3:17). That is a reason to
be thankful. He demonstrated
His love towards us in that while
we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us (Rom 5:8). That is a rea-
son to be thankful. Great is His
faithfulness towards us; every
morning new mercies rest upon
us (Lam 3:23). That is a reason to
be thankful. It is because of Him
we live, breathe, move, and have
our existence (Acts. 17:28). That
is a reason to be thankful.

So dear hearts, be determined to
give thanks unto the Lord for He
is good, and His mercies endure
forever. Happy Thanksgiving to
you and your family.

Dr. Yolanda G. Butler is Co-Pas-
tor and Church Administrator of
Praise Center Community Church,
where her husband Bishop Donald
H. Butler is the Senior Pastor. She
is an intercessor, evangelist, mentor,
and published author. Follow her on
Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and
at  www/firstladybutlerministries.

Or Call 817.534.2377 to purchase your copy
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Legends of Gospel Commemoration Concert

by Troy Nell Edmon

The magnificent sanctuary of the
Carter Metropolitan CME Church
was the setting of the 5th biennial
Legends of Gospel (LOG) Com-
memoration Concert hosted by the
Black Musicians Association of
Tarrant County Inc., (BMATC) on
Saturday, October 14, 2023. The
sanctuary was filled with worship-
pers and well-wishers who wit-
nessed the spiritually enthralling,
eventful and exquisite praise per-
meated presentation.

The LOG event honors musicians
whose extraordinary musical and
spiritual contributions to church
music have prolonged over the
course of their careers. Longevity,
significant contributions, distin-

of the LOG award included:

Dr. Darrell W. Blair, Mrs. She-
lia Kaye Brice, Ms. Julia Cathey
Steptoe, Mrs. Veronica Leving-
ston-Fulton, Mrs. Gwendolyn
McWilliams and Mrs. Shirley
Pace. A total of 300+ years sub-
stantiated their decades of expe-
rience, knowledge, expertise and
service in gospel music. Posthu-
mously honored LOG included:
Mrs. Catherine Louise Breedlove,
Mrs. Wanda Jean Bowie Edding-
ton and Apostle Dr. Isaiah Thomas
who will be remembered for their
legendary service and contribu-
tions to church music.

The celebration began with the
grand honoree reception catered

musician himself served as Master
of Ceremonies for the concert. Af-
ter the red-carpet entrance of the
LOG honorees, Dr. Wm McKin-
ley Jackson, pastor of Samaria
Baptist Church set the tone for
worship with an anointed prayer
petition invoking the presence of
the Holy Spirit. Dynamic sing-
er and worship leader, Brittany
MeeChel Stevenson opened with
Praise and Worship. The awe-in-
spiring BMATC Choir mesmer-
ized the audience with “Blessed
Assurance” an arrangement by Dr.
Darrell Blair, conducted by Mr.
Demetrius Ethley, Choral Director
at David W. Carter High School,
Dallas, TX. The choir was accom-

GREATER SAINT STEPHEN FIRST CHURCH

Experience The Difference!
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guished service; coupled with ex-
ceptional musical and professional
ethics are the evidential virtues of
the LOG honorees. The recipients

by Texas T’s BBQ and Grill prior
to the concert. Fort Worth native
Dr. Alvin L. Pope, a celebrated
pastor,

preacher and proficient

Mrs. Veronica Fulton

Mrs. Gwendolyn McWilliams

Mrs. Shirley Pace

the musical direction of Mr. Carl
Kenerly.

The concert continued to spiral to
spiritual heights with the vocals of
Singer, Songwriter, Consummate
Artist, Ms. Sue Roseberry and
“The Texas Power House,” Ms.
Carolyn Traylor. During the cere-
mony the honorees were presented
and acknowledged with a level of
respect and accolades that would
rival any award presentation. Spe-
cial thanks to the Forest Hill Ush-
ers Union for their immaculate
service and Mr. David Washing-
ton, photographer.

The BMATC Board of Directors
extends sincere gratitude to our
sponsors, souvenir book donors
and all who purchased tickets.
The proceeds of this event will be
used to fund scholarships for stu-
dents who are pursuing degrees in
music education or music perfor-
mance.
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Coach Prime That Spiritual Spark by Mike Ramey

| wanted to put in my .02 on the continu-
ing adventures—and critics—of Coach
Prime. | will be doing so, though, from a
historical viewpoint that many have over-
looked—and | will be more than happy to
lay out.

| find it highly amazing—but not shock-
ing—that Coach Prime (aka Deion Sand-
ers for those who have been hiding under
a rock during his twin careers in football
and baseball) has been named the Head
Coach of the Colorado Buffaloes. | also
am NOT shocked to see that he has been
having a rough time of it during his first
football season at the university.

This is how REAL Christians are tested
for naming the name of Jesus Christ.

Mark it, men. Folks are NOT going to like
you because you name the name of Je-
sus and identify on the Lord’s side. The
KJV Bible informs us that testing, trial
and temptation are going to ‘pop up’ in
the Christian life—and it is to be expect-
ed. Also, there IS an antichrist spirit alive
and well throughout our current society—
as the Bible proclaims. Those critics who
‘hate’ on Sanders are doing so MORE for
his faith and stand in Jesus Christ that for
his actions on the football field.

Let me throw in another reason for the
critics dumping on the Buffaloes. A few
decades ago, there was another Chris-
tian Head Football Coach by the name
of Bill McCartney who was the man on
the field for the Colorado team. McCart-
ney, because of his faith, work ethic, and
being blessed by the Lord, coached the
Buffaloes to national prominence.

However—according to Internet sourc-
es--the first four years coaching the Buf-
faloes saw the team’s gradual improve-
ment. Yep, | did say FOUR years...with
the first year of McCartney’s coaching

P

had the team...at 2-8-1. The second
season saw the team rise...to 4-7. The
third season mark...was 1-10. McCa-
rtney’s contract was extended...and in
season four, Coach Mac made some
changes and the team rose to 7-4, got
a bowl bid—and lost. But this marched
them onward to national prominence.

Let me also mention that Promise Keep-
ers was founded by Coach Mac during
this period. Full disclosure here: | used
to cover Promise Keepers when | was a
reporter, and | worked for the organiza-
tion as a Volunteer Evangelism Trainer
who presented the program to local
churches in my area.

Deion Sanders is part of this great foot-
ball program—not by accident but by
design.

Coach Prime has handled victories
humbly and defeats gracefully. He's
the coach. Not the team. McCartney.
Lombardi. Dungy. Rockne. Prime is
on his way. Any great football coach at
the college or pro level lets you know
up front that it is the team that gets the
job done under good, solid coaching.
Further, a coach that has faith in God is

carrying a double load and must possess
the ‘strength” and ‘spiritual spark’ to be
patient while his team comes together—
and waits for the team to ‘gel’.It's a mar-
athon—not a sprint. It's a process—not
resting solely on NIL (Name, Image, and
Likeness—for which college athletes can
make money while in college sports). It
rests on a team of individuals coming to-
gether and playing as a team. The coach
is the one responsible for bringing the
individuals and supplying the equipment
needed for them to play (or work) as a
team. In the words of Michael Jordan:
“At the end of the day, the team has to go
out and play.”

Sanders, in social media interviews, has
let all know that he LOVES the process!

Coach McCartney had the ‘spiritual
spark’ to get that team going in his day,
plus he listened to the Lord and gave
our nation Promise Keepers which ush-
ered in needed pockets of revival in our
land during a VERY dark time. Coach
Prime seems to be heading in the same
direction, with that same ‘spiritual spark’
from Jesus Christ! It will be interesting
to see how this plays out over the next
few years—regardless of what the critics
have to say.

Colorado is ripe for a miracle from the
Lord. All Colorado—and the nation—
should do is let God work it out in his own
good time and season, and Coach Prime
is in the ‘overflow’ so the speak. The
Lord is the one who puts the pieces in
place. Once the miracle unfolds, expect
crickets from the critics, and a big smile
from Deion Sanders and the Colorado
Buffaloes football program.

Keep those prayers flowing folks. This is
just year one for Coach Prime. National
revival COULD again START in Colorado
and run through a football coach and a
college program.

35,000-member Triumph Church welcomes Brent Jones as
Artist-In-Residence for October
Named #1 Fastest Growing Church in USA by Outreach Magazine

Triumph Church, the
35,000 member Detroit,
Michigan-based mega-

church with eight campus-
es and fourteen weekly ser-

each month!

enon with more than 35,000 members (and
counting) with no signs of slowing down, as
the church welcomes nearly 400 new members

vices, welcomes Grammy
& Stellar Award-winning
artist Brent Jones as Art- g
ist-In-Residence for the en-
tire month of October!

“When | received the call from Triumph Church, |
was blown away! Triumph’s music department is
world renown and to be able to come share my mu-
sic ministry with Pastor Kinloch, Jr, First Lady Rob-
in, and the entire Triumph family, what an honor!
2023 has been such an exciting time for my career
- from “Nothing Else Matters” going #1 on Bill-
board, my song’s movie debut on the Hallmark
Channel, Stellar Award win for Choir of the Year,
my new radio show on Las Vegas’ Power 88.1
FM, my 100-City ‘Nothing Else Matters” Tour,
and Artist-In-Residence at Stanford University,
I am reminded once again that ‘God is able to do
exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or
think!’ says Brent Jones

Named the “Number 1 Fastest Growing Church
in America” by Christian publication Outreach
Magazine, Triumph Church was founded in the
Fall of 1920 originally as Triumph Missionary Bap-
tist Church. In 1998, Pastor Solomon Kinloch, Jr.
accepted the call to Pastor at Triumph. At the be-
ginning of Pastor Kinloch’s tenure, Triumph’s mem-
bership was less than 50 people. Under Pastor
Kinloch’s visionary leadership, Triumph Church
has now blossomed into a multi-site phenom-

THANK YOU FOR YOUR READERSHIP

SUPPORT THIS PUBLICATION BY TRADING WITH THE BUSINESSES WHO SPONSOR IT. GET
YOUR CHURCH, MINISTRY and/or PUBLIC SERVICE INVOLVED. WE WANT TO KNOW THE GREAT
WORKS YOU'RE DOING. OTHERS CAN LEARN AND BENEFIT FROM YOU. GET INVOLVED.

anctified Church w

e. Ft. Worth, TX76105 817.535.5707
\

\'\{ )4
W\ \9&
AW

Bishop Vernon L. James and
First Lady Linda L. James

Sunday Sunday School.............. 9:45am

Morning Worship....... 11:15am

Wednesday Faith & Family Night...7:00pm

“Come Worship With Us”

Learning Center
e Cer B

4217 Avenue M Ft. Worth, TX 76105 fm ’Wo,rtﬁ Save Our
817.536.3033 Cﬁ w. Le C t
www.fwsoc.org uaren amlng enter

Daycare and Private Christian School
Serving Infants & Preschool Children & 1st thru 6th Grades
CCMS Accepted, ACSI Membership, A-BEKA Curriculum

“Because we care, we give our best”

|
Greater First Missionary Baptist Church

421S Ayers Avenue, Fort Worth, Texas 76103
Rev. J. L. Hunt Jr., Pastor

Sunday Services
Sunday School...........cccceeune... 9:30 A.M.
Morning Worship Service....11:00 A.M.

Wednesday Services
Wednesday Prayer Service & Bible Study
7:00 P.M.

“Come Worship with Us; God, God Does”

- |
Around the Community with Pastor Sharon

P|c 1) Breast Cancer Awareness at Turners Chapel COGIC of X W|th Tr|n|ty Ford;
Pic 2) National Night Out in Community with City Councilman Chris Nettles and NPO
Tenorio and Supervisor; Pic 3) Judge Clifford Davis with Daughter, Judge Maryellen
Hicks and Atty. Bobbie Edmonds at Book Signing at The Doc Book Shop.

18th Annual Thanksgiving Homecooked Dinner Sharing at Village Creek Wellness and
Rehabilitation Center for Approved Residents and Sweets for Staff. On Thanksgiving
Day @ 12noon on Nov. 23, 2023

| Emailj churchinnews@sbcglobal.ne




CHURCH DIRECTORY

CAMPUS DRIVE UMC

4301 Campus Drive
Fort Worth, Texas 76119
817.921.5673
www.campusdrive.org
www.facebook.com/campusdriveumc

SUNDAY MORNING
Church School 8:30 am
Worship Service 9:45 am
Thursday Bible Study 6:30 pm

Rev. Louis Carr,
Lead Pastor

Christ Centered
Missionary
Baptist Church

ED JUSTICE (Senior Pastor - CCMBC)
5200 David Strickland Rd. FtWorth, TX. 76119

817-330-3774
eddukejusti bcglobal.net
Sunday School 9AM
Worship Service.......couvueerurenns 10:00AM
Wednesday Prayer. 6:30PM
Bible Study (Wed).........couvvueuenes 7:00PM

ELM GROVE
Missionary Baptist

CHURCH

1344 E. Harvey Ave. Ft.Worth, TX 76104
817-923-5431"  www.elmgrovembc.org

Reverend T.J. Patterson, Jr., Pastor

Greater First
Missionary
Baptist Church

421 S Ayers Avenue,
Fort Worth, Texas 76103

Rev. J. L. Hunt Jr., Pastor

Fay

NEW B;&D

Christian Center IR

G

“The Church Where Ministry Means People and
Everybody Is Somebody”

Darrell W. Blair, Senior Pastor
4500 S. Riverside Dr. Ft. Worth, TX 76119

Sunday School 9:45am Sunday School 9:30 A.M. 817-534'1332 newbreedchristiz:n-l;:i:f-1612Fax Listen Each Sunday 8-9am
WotshlpJSerwce.‘ .................... 11:00am Morning Worship Service 11:00 A.M. Church Office Hours: Monday_m“r'sday. 9am-4pm KAND 1340AM Radio Broadcast
W y Service 7:30pm Wednesday Prayer Service & Bible Study Weekly Services KNON 89.3 FM “Just Believe Broadcast”
For the perfecting of the saints, for the 7:00 P.M. SUNDAYS MORNING GLORY....o..ccocoovvrrrress 7:00 am Thursday Morning 4am-7am
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the «Come Worshin with Us: God. God Does” IEVIN(I):(II‘:VNE(?VMVE:LHIP 1;:'3‘3 ::11 Community Cable TV Channel 28
body of Christ. Ephesians 4:12 ome Worship with Us; God, God Does WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE 700 pm Sun 7:30-8:30p; Wed 12n-1p, Sat 4:30p-5:30p

“Reaching Out To You Ministry”
Sixth Avenue
Baptist Church

BISHOP K.D. DAVIS, SR.
125 S. 5th St., Corsicana, TX

903-874-4873
Motto: “I Believe God”
A PURPOSE DRIVEN CHURCH

www.EmpowermentLife.org

8000 W. Elizabeth Lane

Fort Worth, TX 76116
(817)759-9035

i il.com
Empowermeri]i @

“ASpiritual Hospital for All"

Sunday. ... :00 a.m.
Wednesday. Eveni p.
Monday Moting Manna.......6:00a.m.
Weekly Prayer Call (605) 472-5574
Access Code 587722

Join us... Be Equipped, Encouraged and Empowered I

Pastor D. Aundray Hornsby, I.
Chief Servant

Greater New Hope
Missionary Baptist Church
3920 E. Rosedale Ft Worth, TX 76105

817.534.0774
Reginald Andrews, Pastor/Teacher

Sunday Bible Study............. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship ............... 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study........ 7:15 p.m.

"0 come, let us worship and
bow down: let us kneel before
the LORD our maker.”

Mt. Ararat Missionary
Baptist Church

“The Church That Truly Cares About Your Soul!”

1313 E. Mulkey Street
Fort Worth, TX 76104
Church: 817.923.9761

Pastor Study: 817.826.7208

L

5 -
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45AM
MORNING WORSHIP........cocrnrercrinranianns 11:00AM
WEDNESDAY (Prayer & Teacher's Meeting) .....7:00PM

REV. DONALD F. WILSON, JR.

PASTOR

Chimney Rock
Ministries Church

www.chimneyrockministries.net
1916 Everman Parkway
Fort Worth, TX 76140
(817) 720-6771

Rev. Gilbert Tezeno,
Senior Pastor

Weekly Services

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
(Participation also available via Zoom)

Sunday Morning Services..............occceerees 11:00 a.m.

Communion Service Monthly

Bible Study (Wednesday via Conference Call)..7:00 p.m.

Freshly
Anointed
Baptist Church

3507 Crenshaw St. Ft. Worth, TX 76105
817.534.5131 www.freshlyanointedbc.org
PASTOR G.L. DURHA

Sunday School....
Morning Worship.

Wednesday Services
Mission and Brotherhood
Prayer and Teacher Meeting..

The church where we anticipate and receive a fresh
anointing in each worship experience.

GREENWAY
CHURCH

1816 Delga Street - Ft. Worth, TX 76102
817.714.4680

Sunday Bible Study (Classes for all ages)........... 9am
Sunday Morning Worship
Wednesday Intercessory Prayel :
Wed. Bible Study (Classes for all ages)..........7:

Come and Be A Part of
True Worship and Praise!!

MYRON SCOTT
Lead Pastor & Servant

A

oy

NEW PROVIDENCE

SUNDAY/

WEDNESDAY N

SATURDAY/

Prayer/Sunday Schoal...
Sunday Worship Service.
Sunday Night Services....

Tuesday Noon Day Prayer

Wednesday Prayer Adult & Children
Bible Study 7:.00 PM.

World Intercessor Prayer Ist Thursday
Monthly @ 6:30 PM.

Transportation Call 817/738-6854

|
Community of Hope| | GENESIS UNITY
Lutheran Church & BAPTIST CHURCH
. 4505 Foard St.  Fort Worth, TX 76119
Children Center $17.5362936
4301 Miller Ave Ft Worth Tx 76119 Email: genesisunitybcO1@att.net
817.534.8285....crccrsre Church
§17.534.8246.....Children Center WORSHIP & STUDY
o SERVICES %
s C}c‘iﬂdrl‘;l“ s& Sunday School.........9:00 AM | |
unvf}zrsh(i’;nmg Morning Worship....10:30 AM |
10:00am . Bible Study (Sun).....5:00 PM
Pastor Nicholaus Chove Youth Classes........... Saturday ', S
]
9
CROUCH'S TIME OF HARVEST| | GOD’S MISSIONARY
CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST | | BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Randie & Lady Brenda Boyd H.E. RICHARDSON. Past
5434 Fletcher Avenue (Lake Como) = » Fastor
Fort Worth, Texas 76107 1777386854 SUNDAY SCHOOL....rre 8:30AM

SUNDAY SERVICE TIME........10:00AM
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY....5:45PM

2809 Weiler Bivd. PR

Fort Worth, TX 76112 § “ &
682.365.6738 |

“Thee Beot o Yet To Come”

INSPIRING HIGHER
PURPOSE MINISTRIES

Now ta him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us. Ephesians 3:20

Praise Center Community Church
“Learn, Grow, Go and Do the Work”

3351 Heritage Lane
Forest Hill, Texas 76140

STJOHN MBC § ,P

PASTOR C.E. CUNNINGHAM‘6

3640 Avenue F
Fort Worth, TX 76105

SERVICE TIMES
SUNDAY SERVICE........ccooeiriirinnnns 9:00 AM
WEDN. NIGHT PRAYER...6:00 PM - 6:30 PM
INTERACTIVE BIBLE STUDY
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM

Join Us In Person or on Facebook & YouTube

Tastebud
Ministries
Church

“ SERVANTS/PASTOR
Where the Word of God Gea & K

im
is Food for the Soul” Anderson

SUNDAY SCHOOL ...
SUNDAY SERVICE....
SUNDAY EVENING S| .

(Every 2nd & 3rd Sunday,
BIBLE STUDY (Wednesday)
PRAYER MEETING (Wednesday)

7101 Wichita St - Forest Hill, TX 76140

Office: 817.446.9408 / Cell 817.675.3402

The Church at Philadelphia

4716 Wichita Street
Fort Worth, Texas 76119

Service Times
il { In- Person or Virtual) 9:00am

Sunday School - 9:00AM

Sunday Service - 10:30AM
Children’s Church available

LIVE =7 @praisecentertx
Tuesday Adult and
Children Bible Study
7:00PM
Daily Devotion & Prayer Line
551-258-5618
6am M-F 7am S-S

Groceries Giveaway
Every 4th Saturday 10am

s

Bishop Donald H. Butler|
Dr. Yolanda Butler

www.praisecentercommunitychurch.org | 817.361.8860

IN PERSON WORSHIP RETURNS

JOIN US AT 9:30 AM

J LEADERSHIP ACADEMY
AT JOHN T. WHITE ELEMENTARY

7300 JOHN T. WHITE
FORT WORTH TX. 76120

my, Precious
Corners one
Missionary Baptist Church

4916 Ramey Avenue Ft. Worth, TX 76105
817.413.8771

Email: cornbapt02@aol.com

-- Service Times --
SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:30 AM

SUNDAY MORNING
WORSHIP
10:30 AM

WEDNESDAY PRAYER
MEETING &
BIBLE STUDY @ 7:00 PM

Mark S. Fitz, Pastor

‘Morning Worship  In- Person or Virtual) 10:30am
Tuesday Night Blble Study{Virtual) 700pm

ﬂ FTCAPCHURCH

n @ThethurchatPhiladelphia
1 ot

e Rising Gtar
Church of God in Christ
3909 Reed Street
Fort Worth, TX 76119
817-534-6963 ~ Fax: 817-413-7422
Email: therisingstarcogic@att.net

Etder Leonand D. & Laddy Detha D. Pollins, Sr.

Sunday School 9:30 am
Morning WOIShip ..............coevenvnnn.n 11:00 @M
Prayer (Tuesday & Friday mornings)......11:00 am
Bible Study (Tuesday Nighi)..................7:00 pm

“If You Go W'ith Us, We W'ill Do You Good!”

East St. Paul
Baptist Church

“The Church Where Everybody is Somebody,
but we all recognize Jesus as the Head.”

Dr. Darrell Ward, Sr.

Senior Pastor

5300 Oak Grove Rd. W.
Ft. Worth, TX 76134
817.293.5067
Sunday School.
Sunday Morning Worship

9:30am
11:00am
Wednesday Bible Study (at the church)........ 12:00pm

Wednesday Prayer Meeting. ...6:30pm

Sunday Service Live Streamed at www.espbc.com
and FaceBook | Temperature checked for In-Person Attendees
“Masks highly recommended, but not required”

Greater Eleazer
Baptist
Church

5025 Sunshine Drive
Fort Worth TX,76105
817 536-9237

Rev. Lawrence Barrett &
Lady. Rebecca Barrett
Sunday School ..........cccceeveens 9:30am

Morning Worship.. ..10:45am
Wednesday Night Bible Study....7:00pm

Meadowbrook
First Baptist Church

“Compel them to come in”

6600 Ellis Road Ft. Worth, TX 76112
817.457.4362 mfbchurch@netzero.com
Website: meadowbrookfirstbaptist.com

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:45AM

MORNING WORSHIP
11:00AM

WEDN BIBLE STUDY
7:00PM

DR. C. L. PERKINS.
PASTOR

Baptist Church
4000 E. Berry St. .

Fort Worth, TX 76105

Phone: 817-536-6421

PASTOR
WILLIAM McKINLEY JACKSON

Sunday School
Sunday Morning Worship...
W Prayer.

W Bible Study.

“The Church That’s Moving To The Next Level”

OUR PURPOSE IS TO:
EXALT THE SAVIOR, EQUIP THE SAINTS AND EVANGELIZE THE SINNERS

Turner Chapel
COGIC of Texas |

Supt. James Turner Memorial Ministry E‘
o

Evangelist Sharon Mason-Turner, Overseer
P.0.Box 330401 Ft. Worth, TX 76163 . 817-294-2443

com

“The Work Lives On”
9:00 am, Sunday School
10:00 am. Worship Service
A LU Bible Study

EVERY 2nd Sunday at 10:30 am
Services at Village Creek Nursing Home
Bible Study - Tuesday @ 6:00pm
3252 0ak Timber, Forest Hill, TX 76119

Prayer / Spiritual Counseling / Teaching
Visitation of Sick & Shut In
Helping Hand Food Distribution Ministries
College Scholarship Foundation




What is a Church Budget? by sob santy

Imagine the chaos if your church was still trying to figure
out if it was having a Christmas Eve service on December
23. Without even touching on divisive theological issues
like Carols vs. contemporary songs, real candles vs. bat-
tery-powered, or a family service vs. children’s ministry, it
is clear that without planning, one of the most highly antic-
ipated days for a Christian church would be a disaster. The
same is true when you attempt to operate a church without
a budget — it is a disaster. Ministry leaders face multiple op-
portunities and challenges every week; most require mon-
ey. As an Executive Pastor with over 15 years of experience,
| understand the importance that a thoughtful, prayerful,
and well-planned budget makes for a church of any size.
John Maxwell says it best, “A budget is telling your money
where to go, instead of wondering where it went.” While
some may see a church budget as restrictive and limiting,
intentionally creating a church budget provides a plan, ac-
countability, and a means to an end.

A CHURCH BUDGET IS A PLAN

According to the legend, in 1884, Sarah Winchester, heir to
the Winchester rifle fortune, bought an unfinished farm-
house in San Jose. Construction on the farmhouse began
in 1886 and continued until 1922. Sarah did not use an ar-
chitect or plan. In the end, the Winchester Mystery House
has approximately 160 rooms, stairways that lead nowhere,
doors that open to blank walls, skylights that are not on the
roof, and one functional toilet. Think of a church budget as
a blueprint that guarantees you don’t wind up with a Win-
chester Mystery house. A church budget is a plan that helps
navigate from point A (the beginning of the fiscal year) to
point B (the end of the fiscal year). An overly simplistic view
is that a church budget is similar to a personal budget, but
for someone with an irregular income. A church budget
determines the annual income, and then it allocates the
revenue to the expenses based on the mission, vision, and
values of the organization. Churches and other non-profit
organizations want to fulfill their mission, and doing that
requires resources, especially financial resources. Most
donors want to know that they are not funding the next
Winchester Mystery house of ministry. Show them that
your church budget is the blueprint that will use each dollar
wisely to accomplish the mission.

A CHURCH BUDGET PROVIDES ACCOUNTABILITY

There is usually a level of trust required before someone
decides to donate to a church or non-profit organization.
When someone donates, it means the donor bought into
the vision, has seen your organization in action and wants
to support the effort financially. Nothing will erode that
trust faster than mishandled donations. Rollie Demos at
ECFA wrote in his article, Why Accountability Matters, “Ac-
countability and transparency of financial operations aren’t
meant to constrain leaders; instead, they are meant to
protect leaders and the reputations of their organizations.”
One of the easiest ways to assure your donors that their
financial gifts are valued is to present the budget annually.

A budget provides accountability and transparency, clear-
ly showing how their donations support the mission. Em-
brace every opportunity to dialog with donors about how
your church or organization spends donations to further
the mission. In my experience, these interactions often in-
crease giving as the level of trust grows, and it all starts with
a church budget.

A CHURCH BUDGET IS A MEANS TO AN END

No matter how well planned and transparent your budget
is, the budget is not the goal of your church or non-profit
organization. The budget is a means to accomplishing your
mission. Sometimes managing the finances can take on a
life of its own, and the focus shifts from mission-minded to
money-minded. One way to stay focused is to keep asking
the question; does the budget reflect the mission, vision,
and values of the organization. Since a budget is a means
that tells the money where to go, it is the perfect tool to
ensure that the mission, vision, and values resource the top
priorities.

A church budget is a plan that brings clarity, order, and
structure to the organization. It provides accountability to
the church and gives donors peace of mind that their gifts
further the mission. Often this kind of accountability builds
trust and can increase donations. Remember, a church bud-
get is not the ultimate goal, but it is a necessary tool to elim-
inate chaos and bring focus and clarity to the allocation of
precious financial resources.
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YOU'RE INVITED TO OUR

GRAND
OPENING

COWAN PLACE SENIOR LIVING

Please join us as we celebrate this historic
ribbon-cutting ceremony and grand opening of

the first premier property of the Stop Six Choice y
Neighborhood Initiative.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2023
3-5PM.

5400 E ROSEDALE STREET
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76105

Beverages and hors d'ceuvres will be served.

Walls of Jericho
Deliverance Church

2225 Barron St | Ft Worth, TX 76103 | (682)-224-6831
Email: Wallsofjerichofamilychurch@gmail.com
www.wallsofjerichodeliverancechurch.org

“Seeking the Kingdom” Matthew 6:33

Baptist

817-737-6264
Pastor John Reed & First Lady Alicia Reed

SERVICE TIMES

Zion Missionary

4100 Horne Street
Fort Worth, TX 76107

FORT WORTH ASSOCIATION OF FEDERATED WOMEN'S CLUBS

FREE SENIOR BINGO
PRIZES | LUNCH | GUEST SPEAKER
N

FORSENIORS
WHO QUALIFY
AFTER BINGO

“FREEBOXOF  *FREECELLPHONE

Church

Sunday School.......... 9:00am

www.thezionbaptistchurch.org e s (G JOAN < NOON
mmmmmm ‘FORT WORTH ASSOCIATION OF
REV. K.L. HAWKINS, Pastor N e
SUNDAY SCHOOL VALIDIDORDRIER LCENSE, D ONEGF health mE ;..,.;@

Sunday Service....... 10:30am
Wedn. Bible Study....6:30pm

Here we grow!

MORNING WORSHIP............cceunnee
EVERY WEDNESDAY - BIBLESTUDY...
1ST,4TH, 5TH WEDNESDAY - PRAYER
EVERY WEDNESDAY - YOUTH MEETINGS
2ND& 3RD WEDNESDAY - SMALLGROUPS.

7.9
WWW.FEDERATEDWOMENFW.ORG

West Mt. Moriah
Baptist Church

Zion Rest
Missionary Baptist Church

5325 Bonnell Street 3733 Ave) Fort Worth, TX 76105 LIV
Fort Worth, TX 76107 817-534-8327 Specializing in Perfect Church Care
817-731-3502 PEWS - FURNITURE - FLOORS - CARPETS
www.westmountmoriah.org PASTOR RUFUS HUCKABY
COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL
Dr. W.L.D. Campbell, Pastor | .
Worship and Study Services CONTRACT CLEANINING
Sunday School - Sunday 9:00am L.
Morning Worship - Sunday 10:05am 9:30am Sunday School Christian-Owned & Operated
Prayer Meeting - Wednesday 7:00pm 11:00am  Morning Worship References Available
VISION STATEMENT Wednesday
P ; P 7:00pm Prayer Meeting
To share the ng:; ;:1 f:,::::l;, z '::rld in Darkness, 7:30pm Bible Study, Miss 811-6 5 8-4888
Hab. 2:1-4 Matt. 28:18-20 Youth Bible Studyf DARWIN JONES, Owner

JONES
JANITORIAL SERVICE

|| |_www.churchinnews.com |

BIBLE CROSSWORD PUZZLE
Topic: PEOPLE AND PLACES

8 9 1] 1

1 2 3 4 6 7

37
48 Jewish returnee from Babylon 30 Present participle former
ACROSS (Neh. 10:26) H \;:e;lanam)ed by Jacob (Gen.
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o 505Son of kchran (1 Chron. 7:36) 35 Son of Arphaxad (Luke 3:36)
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17 Come alive again 3 Gave temporarily Stu d)t'belilble
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20 Leg joine 5 Mariners
21 Healed pardytc (Acts 9:34) b Foreier
23 Blueprint 7Eden’s description
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31 Levite ark mover (| Chran. 215)
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35 Top course of stone {| Kings 22 Miriam’s brother’s (Num. |21) TN BN W2 (a2
o) AAEiRG) SGnE BO0 DOog
36 Son of Dishon (Gen. 36:26) 24 Make mistake M NI EICIEE
38 Endure 25 Temple assistant (Neh. 747) N[v|e|H|s|3
41 Joshua's grandfather (I Chron.” 26 Clan descended from Gilead 21511210 et 2l
7:26) (Num. 26:30, ) i [ufvin|vinlIN[o]]s[3]a
46 A priest who married foreign 28 Popular Windows word pro- |
women (Ezra 10:26) cessor: comp. EEnN Ant - DR
47 Qutlaw 29 Left home : z :x ; : 2 ;: : T :
REGISTER YOUR SIGNS - BANNERS
BUSINESS IN OUR PRINTING
DIRECTORY AND BE SPECIALTY ITEMS
VISIBLE WHEN T-SHIRTS | CUPS
CUSTOMERS NEED YOUR PENS | KEYCHAINS
PRODUCT or SERVICE MONOGRAMMING
817.891.9027
Annual Rates as Low as $12.50 Monthly 8 1 7 . 89 1 . 9027

HELP WANTED

Cedar Hill Memorial Park
8301 Mansfield Hwy 287, Arlington, TX 76001

--NOW HIRING --
Family Counselors
817.478.1878



CEDAR JHIILIL MEMORIAL PARK

PROVIDING EVERY FAMILY, EVERY | :
OPPORTUNITY, EVERY TIME”

“Call our team of professionals
forall your cemetery needs, we
specialize in alternative burials.

Mavseleums | Memerals
Medars || lewn G | Nidhes
Urnsfand[GreundIBulials}

Ask about our payment plans on Pre-Need Items.
Mention this ad for an additional discount.

8301 MANSFIELD HIGHWAY 287 -- ARLINGTON, TEXAS 76001

Phone: 817.478.1878 Fax: 817.478.6709 www.cedarhillmp.com

[
Alpha Cremation

The Major Funeral Home
Chapel & Cremation Center

Veteran Owned and Family Operated since 1999
“Let Our Family... Help Your Family”

COMPLETE FUNERAL | [ DIRECT CREMATION
PACKAGE PACKAGE
$2,595 $809

Price includes everything required to perform service excluding Cemetery Fees.

817.290.2188

2701 S GREAT SW PKwyY, STE 2731 | GRAND PRAIRIE, TX
972.988.0000

2805 GALLERIA DR | ARLINGTON, TX | 817.608.0123
WWW.MAJORFUNERALHOME.COM

PROGRAMS OFFERED

NEW CLASSES BEGINNING EACH MONTH

THE
Beauty.
UNIVERSITY

2813 Galleria Dr.
Arlington, TX 76011

1000 hour

300 hours

320 Hour

REGISTRATION:
682-323-4124

admissions@beautyprouniversity.org
www.beautyprouniversity.org

Full Tlme | Part Time | 3 Financing Options | Morning & Evening Classes

Let yout g(%yﬁéshine before men that
they may see your good works and

Oy . Clyo
g/@ﬂj/your Father in < earern s

¥ Certification Classes

i (e Gap fe
e 1aTieny
551-258-5618

(No access code needed)

@ or download freeconferencecall app

Mon-Fri 6am | Sat-Sun 7am
CST i Weekend Warriors
Alternate No: 209-399-9026 then 551-258-5618

Join the company of Prayer Warriors and Teachers
as we equip and build thru Word and Prayer.

Info:Contact Dr. Yolanda G. Butler  www.firstladybutlerministries.com

Turner Chapel C.0.G.1.C 0f TX

Supt. James Turner
Memorial Ministries
Sharon Ford-Funner, Overseer
3252 Oak Timber Dr, Forest Hill, TX 76119
817.614.6808
P.O. Box 330401 Ft. Worth, TX 76163
Evang. Sharon Ford-Turner, Pastor

e-mail: sharonlmasonfordturner@gmail.com
Sunday Services:
In-Person & Conference

)
Call Services.

9:00 am ....Sunday School SE&¢
10:00 am.Worship Service syaron Foro TURNER

Village Creek Nursing Homes Minister
following Pandemic guidelines
11:30 am 1st & 3rd Sunday

Prayer and Bible Study
Tuesday ....9:00 am

Conference Call Service
Mon-Sat......6:00 am
Intercessory Prayer.

SAINTSVILLE CATHEDRAL

OF | FORT WORTH

“Loving the Lord with all our hearts [
as we care for one another.”

-Luke 10:27 .

2200 Oak Hill RD, at Meadowbrook Dr.
Fort Worth, Texas 76112

hone: 817.451.3721

ax: 817.451.5345
‘Www.saintsvillecathedral.org

SAINTSVILLE ACADEMY
Call 817.451.3737
PROVEN ACCELERATED ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

ENROLL NOW 18MO-K5
THE NEW

5INTSVI§_,

fﬁf/ B
72

ge

FOCUs INSTEM EDUCATION

OUTSTANDING FINE ARTS PROGRAM
{(VIOLIM, PIANG, DANCE, CHOIR, DRUMS AND VISUAL ARTS)

SOCCER AND FITNESS PROGRAMS
aMoO. - 17MO. INFANT CARE AVAILABLE

2200 onx HILL RD FOHTWDRTH TX 76112 |
HAINTSVILLECATIEDRAL.ORG SATY

%AI - -

LaTonja Blair

[WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY]|
K3 ccnewbreadchristian

Pastor
Darrell Blair

NEWEBREEDCHRISTIAN.COM




